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Section 1422;

Dictionary Skills

Thorough knowledge of the dictionary is a way
to increase a student’s ability to find the infor-
mation that is needed for class work as well as
everyday living. The subject matter of all tests is
taken from Merriam-Webster’s Intermediate Dictionary.
Contestants may use other dictionaries in the
contest, but the correct test answers will be found

in the official dictionary.
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Contestants. Students in the fifth,
sixth, seventh and eighth grades
who are eligible under Sections
1400 and 1405 may enter this
contest.

Divisions. This contest will con-
sist of two divisions (fifth and
sixth; seventh and eighth) unless
the district executive committee
approves separate divisions for
each grade.

Individual Competition. For each
division, each participant school
may enter as many as three con-
testants in the district meet.
Team Competition. If the district has
elected to include team competi-
tion, the combined scores of the
three contestants in each division
from a school shall constitute the
school’s team score. A team shall
have three contestants competing
to participate in the team compe-
tition.

NATURE OF THE CONTEST.

(1

Summary. Thorough knowledge of
the dictionary is a way to increase
a student’s ability to find the infor-
mation that is needed for class
work as well as everyday living.
The subject matter of all tests
is taken from Merriam Webster’s
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Intermediate Dictionary. Contes-
tants may use other dictionaries
in the contest. In preparation
for this contest, students will
develop skills to communicate
effectively.

Contest Format. Each test consists
of 40 objective questions. Con-
testants use dictionaries in the
competition.

Tests. One test will be provided
for grades 5 and 6; another test
will be provided for grades 7 and
8.The League will make available
one set of tests for invitational
meets, one for fall/winter district
meets and one for spring district
meets.

CONTEST ADMINISTRATION.
(1) Personnel. All personnel in this

contest may be coaches of par-

ticipating students.

(A) Contest Director. The contest
director will be in charge
of running the contest and
resolving any problems
that arise. The director may
appoint an assistant direc-
tor.

(B) Graders.At least three grad-
ers should be familiar with
the instructions for grad-
ing and the contest rules.
The contest director may
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recruit more than three grad-
ers.

Time Allotted For Contest. Twenty min-

utes is allowed for the contest.

Materials.

(A) Provided by UIL. The following
materials will be provided
to schools submitting the
appropriate requisitions. See
Section 1408 (c) for the dates
when invitational materials will
be available. See Section 1408
(e) for the dates when district
materials will be available.

(i) Tests and answer
sheets.
(i)  Answer key.
(i)  Contest rosters.
(B) Provided by the Host School.

Blank paper
(C) Provided by the Student or
School.
(i) Dictionary (which may
be tabbed.)
(i)  Pens, pencils and/or
erasers.

(D) Other. No other materials or
notes may be used in the con-
test.

(d) CONDUCTING THE CONTEST.

(M
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Number Contestants. Distribute
answer sheets. As roll is called,
instruct the contestants to write
their assigned contestant number in
the upper right-hand corner of the
answer sheet.

Clear Room. Contestants and coach-
es should be informed of the time
and place of the verification period.
Spectators and coaches not assigned
a specific duty in administering the
contest should be dismissed from
the contest room before the con-
test begins.

Distribute Tests. Place tests on the
desk in front of each contestant,
and direct them not to open the
test until instructed to do so. Inform
contestants that answers should be
recorded on the answer sheet, not on
the copy of the test. Give contestants
a signal to begin.

Signal to Stop. At the end of 20
minutes give a stop signal and ask
contestants to put their pencils/
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pens down.
Test Collection. Collect all tests,
answer sheets and note sheets.

JUDGING.
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Briefing Graders. Brief graders on
procedure to be used for grading
and explain the scoring process.
Criteria. The 40-question test is
graded objectively. A perfect score
is 120.

Scoring. Each test should be inde-
pendently scored twice, and
papers contending to place should
be scored a third time. For each
correct answer, add three points.
For each incorrect answer, sub-
tract two points. No deduction is
taken for skipped or unanswered
items.

Ties. No ties are to be broken in
either the individual or the team
component of this contest. If there
is a tie for first place, there is no
second place. If there is a tie for
second place, there is no third
place, etc.

Points. Individual points shall be
awarded through sixth place.Team
points shall be awarded through
third place. See Section 1408 (i).
Tied contestants or teams split
the total points equally for the
two or more places in which a tie
exists.

VERIFICATION PERIOD. Contestants
and coaches shall be given a period not
to exceed |5 minutes to examine their
test papers with official keys. Unofficial
results should be posted. After the
verification period has ended and all test
papers have been collected, the con-
test director shall announce the official
results. Official results, once announced,
are final.

RETURNING MATERIALS. No materials
from the fall/winter district contest may
be returned to contestants before January
31. No materials from the spring district
contest may be returned to contestants
before the Saturday prior to Memorial

Day.

Dictionary Skills

Merriium

Websters
Iermediaie

Lhistieary

OFFICIAL
DICTIONARY

Texas
Educational
Paperbacks

3824 Cedar
Springs Rd. #202,
Dallas, TX 75219
phone:
800-443-2078
fax:
800-437-7070
web:
www.tepbooks.com

NOTE:

Refer to the
Dictionary Skills
page of the UIL
A+ web site for
information
about editions
of the dictionary
currently in use.

Test questions
will be based

on the official
source. However,
contestants

may use older
editions or other
dictionaries.
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Dictionary SKkills

These sample
test questions
are taken from
the 2012-2013
Fall/Winter
Test for grades
5/6, and the
Spring Test

for grades 7/8.
Actual tests
include 40
questions.

Answer Key
1. B

2. A

3. par-the-
no-gen-e-sis
4. D

5. C

6. B

7. D

8. hysterical
9. D

10. A

. What is the adjective form of hysteria?

From 5/6 Fall/Winter District Test 2012-2013

. Vaudeville refers to which of the following?

A. tragedy
B. humorous songs
C. avillage
D. France

. Steve is known as a parlous person. This means he is

A. risky.

B. scary.

C. shocking.
D. unique.

. Divide the word parthenogenesis into syllables:

. AU is the abbreviation for?

A. avenue.

B. August.

C. gold.

D. astronomical unit.

. Which of the following is NOT true of the word jade?

A. It was thought to cure kidney disease.
B. Itis a green gemstone.

C. Our English word comes from Spanish.
D. It was thought to work magic.

. Which of the following is a city in Germany?

A. Belgrade
B. East Berlin
C. Rhodes
D. Rhineland

. One hectoliter is equivalent to?

A. 2.84 bushels.
B. 26.42 gallons.
C. 100 liters.

D. all of these.

. Which of the following is NOT a type of bird?

tanager
ibis
swallow
tabby

oo

10. How long is a limerick?

A. 5lines
B. 2lines
C. 10 lines
D. 7 lines



From 5/6 Spring District Test 2012-2013

. Michael always has sage advice which means his advice is
bad.

wise.

not truthful.

thoughtful.

CoOow>»

. Which of the following would you use to hold up your books on a bookcase?
A. Bookmark

B. Bookplate

C. Booklet

D. Bookend

. A dram is equal to

A. 3.888 scruples.
B. 3 grams.

C. 60 grains.

D. all of these.

. Which of the following states is not part of the central time zone?
A. Texas

B. Wisconsin

C. Nebraska

D. Georgia

. Which of the following is in correct alphabetical order?
citizen, citron, civic, civilize

clavicle, clavichord, claw, clause

clam, claim, clamor, clamp

cistern, cirque, cirrus, circus

Cow>»

. What is the plural form of Cyclops?

. In the American number system, how many zeros are in a septillion?
A7

B. 24

C. 27

D. 21

. Which chemical element has an atomic number of 227

A. titanium
B. cobalt
C. gold

D. lead

. Which of the following does not have an alternate spelling?
czar

pokey

gnome

somber

CoOow>»

Dictionary SKkills

Answer Key
1. B

2. D
3. C
4. D
5. A
6. cyclopes
7. B
8. A
9. C

Copies of last
year’s tests

are available

as part of the
Elementary
Academics
Materials Study
Booklet and the
Junior High
Academic
Materials Study
Booklet. Use
the order form
in the appendix
or on the UIL
A+ web site

to order these
study
materials.



From 7/8 Spring District Test 2012-2013

1. If something is inimical to your health, it is

A. harmful.

Dictionary Skills B. beneficial.
C. indifferent.
D. powerful.

2. Which of the following is considered a monotreme?
A. Echidna
B. Platypus
C. BothAand B
D. Neither AnorB

Answer Key

1. C 3. What is the plural form of the word thesis?
§° I234 4. Which of the following would be an example of a simile?

A. The ship plows into the sea.

4. A B. The cat was talking to the fish.
5. C C. The sculpture is a piece of art.
6. B D. She is as stubborn as a mule.
7. D
8. ex-tem-po- | 5. Which of the following symbolizes a physician?
ra-ne-ous-ly A. dicot
9. D B. scimitar
10. B C. medulla
D. caduceus

6. Which of the following lists of words is in correct alphabetical order?
A. engross, engulf, enhance, engineer
B. oxygen, oxymoron, oyster, ozone
C. sodium, solder, social, soll
D. steer, stencil, stave, steam

7. Divide the word magnanimous into syllables:

8. Tony is very hungry, so he is going to eat a(n)
A. gorp.
B. clod.
C. isthmus.
D. zound.

9. In physics, charge is represented by which of the following?
A. c

Cow
X Qo

10. Which of the following is NOT a type of cloud?
A. stratus
B. stratocumulus
C. altostratus
D. nimbocumulus




Dictionary Skills
ANSWER SHEET

Grade Level 5 6 7
(circle one)

Contestant #

1. 21.
2. 22.
3. 23.
4 24.
5 25.
6. 26.
7. 27.
8 28.
9 29.
10. 30.
11. 31.
12. 32.
13. 33.
14. 34.
15. 35.
16. 36.
17. 37.
18. 38.
19. 39.

20. 40.




